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HONORING MARY JEAN O’REILLY

MILLER, MAHTOMEDI’S 1995
TEACHER OF THE YEAR, ON HER
RETIREMENT

HON. CHRISTOPHER COX
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 11, 1996

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker, the
people of Minnesota have on several occa-
sions recognized the enormous contributions
of Mary Jean O’Reilly Miller to the education
and cultural betterment of that State, and it is
appropriate that the U.S. Congress now do so
as well. This week, after 43 years as a teach-
er, Mary Miller will retire from a distinguished
career that will shine as an enduring model for
years to come.

Perhaps it is true that teachers are made,
not born, but Mary Jean O’Reilly came from a
family of educators. Her grandfather served on
the school board. Her aunt and uncle were
teachers. Her brothers, sisters, nephews, and
nieces are teachers and school administrators.
As a child in Goodhue, MN, she grew up play-
ing teacher in a make-believe school with her
playmates, and she has dedicated her life to
that passion ever since.

Mary’s own education reflects a lifelong
commitment to scholarship and the improve-
ment of her professional skills. She is thor-
oughly a product of Minnesota schools, and
an alumna in whom all of her graduating insti-
tutions now take especial pride. Following her
graduation from Goodhue High School, she
earned advanced degrees at no fewer than
three institutions of higher learning: Winona
State College, the University of Minnesota,
and St. Thomas College—which awarded her
a master of arts in education. But her edu-
cation did not stop there, and it has never
stopped to this day. She has pursued continu-
ing studies at the University of Minnesota, St.
Thomas, Mankato State College, Southwest
State College, and Hamline University. Among
her many other professional qualifications, she
holds a lifetime certificate in elementary edu-
cation.

Teaching is a delicate art. Far more than
knowledge, it requires understanding—and
above all, understanding of people, their con-
cerns, their lives, and their community. Mary
Miller took her first teaching position almost
half a century ago in the town of Mahtomedi.
In 1996, she was a teacher there still, 43
years after that first commitment. No one bet-
ter understands and cares for her community,
her neighbors, and her students than Mary.

Whether leading school activities or student
bus tours, contributing her time to community
projects, or helping a local family in time of
need, Mary has shown by her living example
that we all need teachers, and that education
does not end but rather begins at the school-
house walls. Three generations of Minneso-
tans have grown and prospered with her help.
Many of former students, now adults, still
come to her classroom to see her. It would be
difficult to write Mahtomedi’s history and that
of its citizens in the four decades since World
War II without in the process taking full stock
of her significant contributions.

Long before Federal and State laws made
provision for special education, Mary Miller
was a leader in the field. She earned profes-
sional degrees in special education, and has

taught children with special needs throughout
her career. As she looks back on her own
achievements, it is this contribution above all
others that stands our as most meaningful.

The Mahtomedi School District honored her
as Teacher of the Year in 1995, and again as
Teacher of Distinction in 1996. Last year, she
was among only 10 honorees selected state-
wide as finalists for the Minnesota Teacher of
the Year. Today, it is appropriate that we rec-
ognize her here, in the U.S. Congress, for her
lifetime of achievement for our country.

Many of us who are not teachers by profes-
sion understand, nonetheless, the responsibil-
ities that teaching entails, because we are
spouses and parents. The same individual
care and concern that we hope a good teach-
er will show for our children is the measure of
our success at home as mothers and fathers,
husbands and wives. Not surprisingly, Mary
Miller’s four uninterrupted decades of commit-
ment and success as a teacher are matched
by her steadfast devotion as mother and wife.
Later this year, she and her husband, Fred-
erick P. ‘‘Bud’’ Miller, will celebrate their 40th
wedding anniversary.

Mary and Bud have raised three grown
sons, Michael, Patrick, and Kevin—who
served with distinction in Operation Desert
Storm—and are now deservingly proud grand-
parents. As she retires from the responsibil-
ities of teaching that she loves so well, can
anyone doubt that Mary will redouble her de-
votions and attentions to these young chil-
dren—or that they will not inherit her love of
learning?

In this way, and in her exploration of the
many new frontiers that now await her, Mary
Miller will continue to improve the lives of ev-
eryone around her. Her retirement from teach-
ing, like a graduation ceremony, is more accu-
rately called a commencement: It is the begin-
ning of a new chapter in a most remarkable
life.

Plato observed that ‘‘the direction in which
education starts a man will determine his fu-
ture life.’’ Mr. Speaker, Mary Miller has been
a positive influence not only in the lives of her
family and friends, but of thousands of boys
and girls, men and women, whose lives she
has turned in a positive direction by her en-
ergy and effort. For her contributions to her
native Minnesota and to our Nation, I know
that all of my colleagues will wish to join me
in extending the congratulations and best
wishes of the House of Representatives to
Mary Jean O’Reilly Miller on the occasion of
her retirement.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, It gives me great

pleasure to honor Mr. Thomas Stewart, affec-
tionately known as ‘‘Archie.’’ I wish to extend
this recognition to Mr. Stewart, for his invalu-
able contribution to New York’s 20th Congres-
sional District, and the greater Hudson Valley.
It was through Mr. Stewart’s leadership, vision,
and generosity, that Stewart Airport, in New-
burgh, NY, was built.

In 1930, Mr. Stewart and his family donated
a 220-acre parcel of land known as Stony

Lonesome Farm, in memory of his grandfather
Lachlan Stewart, for the development of an
airport. It is truly remarkable that in these early
years of aviation, Mr. Stewart had the vision to
foresee the need for an airport in Orange
County. But even he could not have predicted
the impact that Stewart Airport has had over
the years. Prior to World War II, partly through
Mr. Stewart’s own efforts, the U.S. Military
Academy established Stewart Field for the
flight training of West Point Cadets. The air-
port served as the first wings of West Point to
serve cadets, and was later expanded for
Army Air Corps operations and subsequently
as a major U.S. Air Force Base. It served as
an important airfield during World War II for
the defense of the Eastern sector of the Unit-
ed States.

After the Air Force base was closed in
1970, Stewart Airport converted to commercial
use. Today, Stewart International Airport offers
service to eight airlines, carrying over 800,000
travelers in and out of Stewart each year. It is
rapidly becoming the fourth major airport for
the New York metropolitan area.

Mr. Stewart and his wife Mary, who have
been married for 72 years, have spent their
lives and raised their family in the Newburgh
area. Today at 94 years of age, Mr. Stewart’s
presence remains an inspiration to his com-
munity. Recently, the members of the Stewart
Airport Commission declared May 28, 1996,
as ‘‘Archie Stewart Day’’ at Stewart Inter-
national Airport.

I was pleased and proud to have personally
participated in this ceremony, at which I stat-
ed:

Mr. Stewart and his family made a deci-
sion over sixty years ago which has impacted
the lives of countless Americans by provid-
ing the land which became Stewart Airport,
and then Stewart Air Force Base, and finally
Stewart International Airport. Archie and
his family helped make eastern Orange
County a hub of the Northeast. None of us
will ever know how many lives were saved by
the Stewart family providing the land for
the airport which provided the training for
our cadets at West Point prior to and during
WWII. No one will ever know how many lives
were impacted by the young men and women
coming to the area during the war to serve
at Stewart, and then staying and settling in
the region, serving their communities and
contributing to the betterment of the Hud-
son Valley. No one can measure the benefit
that the hundreds of commercial flights have
had on Americans in recent years.

Mr. Speaker, history is full of dynamic peo-
ple who helped make a difference, but histo-
rians will tell us that our lives are shaped just
as much by those individuals who do not nec-
essarily appear in the pages of history books.
This is why I am pleased to take this oppor-
tunity to formally recognize Mr. Stewart,
whose efforts through the years have posi-
tively affected so many. Mr. Speaker, Thomas
‘‘Archie’’ Stewart has dedicated his life and
land to serving his community and I ask that
his efforts not be forgotten.
f
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this

opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
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